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Over the last  few years,  Galer ie Par is-Bei j ing has been explor ing the ax is l ink ing Europe to Asia,  Par is  
to Bei j ing.  On i ts  way i t  knew precise ly where to stop: Turkey,  a country where the two cont inents meet.  
S ince the beginning of  the century,  Istanbul  has become a p lat form for  a both innovat ing and dynamic 
art  scene, of  which Mehmet Al i  Uysal  is  undoubtedly one of  the most respected figures.

Can we represent t ime? Can we stop i t ,  f reeze i t  in  an instant? Do we perceive space correct ly  These 
unsolvable,  metaphysica l  quest ions of ten cross our minds when fac ing a work of  ar t .  Uysal ’s art is t ic 
pract ice g ives percept ib le ex istence to those thoughts.  What ro le exact ly  does the art ist  p lay,  in the 
process of  creat ing an artwork?  Such as Don Quixote fac ing the windmi l ls ,  he defies the laws of  nature 
through h is sculptures,  v ideos and insta l lat ions.  He mater ia l izes not ions that  are theoret ica l ly  
impossib le to represent.  He twists,  shapes, d istorts rea l i ty,  br inging i t  beyond i ts boundar ies.  He offers 
concrete solut ions to abstract  problems.

The art ist  is  renowned for  h is abi l i ty  to subvert  t ime and space :  “Space, as we perceive i t ,  is  an i l lus ion,  
he says.  Our eyes only a l low us to reconst i tute rea l i ty  in two dimensions,  and i t  is  through movement 
that  we grasp the th i rd one. Space is  not rea l ly  something we can see.  We fee l  i t ” .
 
His large-scale insta l lat ions are shaped f rom the specific i ty  of  each env i ronment they are created for,  
hence deconstruct ing our preconcept ions.   Start ing with an a l legory,  a crashed a i rp lane,  th is exhib i t ion 
takes us on another p lanet,  defies our percept ion of  the wor ld,  i ts  weight,  grav i tat ion,  matter,  final ly  
reveal ing i tse l f  for  what i t  t ru ly  is .   We are no longer lured by our senses,  as i f  th is wel l -known s ixth one 
(k inesthesia as sc ient ists ca l l  i t )  was added to the five canonica l  ones.  This more sui table form of  
sensi t iv i ty  that  the art ist  creates  a l lows us to fee l  everyth ing around us.
With the Peel  ser ies (2012) the gal lery wal ls  became the artwork.  Here Uysal  goes one step further:  the 
gal lery space becomes the author.  The art ist  steps as ide to let  the wal ls ,  the i r  mater ia ls ,  the specific 
sett ing of  the space  express themselves.

This exhib i t ion is  a lso a t r ibute to the art ist ’s re lat ionship wi th France, a country he knows wel l .  I t  can 
be seen as a subt le and i r reverent homage to Cartes ian ism. In 2008, Mehmet Al i  Uysal  was 
art ist- in-res idence at  the Ci té Internat ional  des Arts.  He exhib i ted a large-scale insta l lat ion in Lorra ine 
(Sk in,  Vent des forêts) .
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Yann Per reau is  a French ar t  c r i t ic ,  author  and cura tor.  A f te r  be ing fasc inated by the Young Br i t i sh Ar t is ts  in  
London, he moved to Ca l i fo rn ia ,  where he founded the ga l le r y  Here is  E lsewhere exh ib i t ing ar t is ts  such as N ik i  
de Sa in t  Pha l le ,  Lar r y  Be l l ,  Théo Merc ie r,  e tc. . .  and tak ing par t  o f  L .A.  bust l ing ar t  scene. In  2014, he l i te ra l l y  
and figura t i ve ly  became in fa tuated w i th Turkey,  where he mar r ied.  In  2015, he organ ized Mehmet A l i  Uysa l ‘s  
so lo show in Ankara (Spec i fic Grav i t y,  M1886 Ga l le r y ) .  Yann Per reau is  a regu la r  cont r ibutor  to Ar t  Press,  
Beaux-Ar ts  magaz ine,  Les In rockupt ib les,  L ibéra t ion,  F rance Cu l tu re,  e tc. . .  He is  a lso the author  o f  th ree 
books,  among wh ich,  the upcoming Incogn i to Ergo Sum (Grasset  2017) .



Peel, 2012 
Views of Peel exhibition at Nesrin Esirtgen Collection



Untitled, 2015
Video, variable dimensions



Peel, 2016
Digital mock-up, Installation for Galerie Paris-Beijing 



MEHMET ALI UYSAL
Born in 1976, lives and works in Ankara, where he teaches at the Middle Eastern 
Technical University
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H i g h  r e s o l u t i o n  i m a g e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  d e m a n d .  
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I f  you wou ld l i ke to ass is t  a t  the press rev iew, p lease,  confirm your  presence to 
E l isa de F leur ieu :  
e l i sa@ga ler iepar isbe i j ing.com I  +33 (0 )6 47 06 14 17

We remain a t  your  ent i re  d isposa l  shou ld you need any fu r ther  h igh- images o f  
any in te r v iews request .  
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