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Galerie Paris-Beijing is pleased to present the first Belgian retrospective of the work of the English photographer Martin Parr. Through the exhibition of the 
renowned series Common Sense, Last Resort, Small World, Luxury, Bored Couples, and /LIH·V�D�EHDFK the spectator is invited to view the world through the 
original and unconventional perspective of the tireless traveller that Martin Parr is.
In addition to a selection of photographs covering 30 years of production, the exhibition will also include a series of caustic and rarely displayed self portraits. His 
movie, 7KLQN�RI�(QJODQG, dedicated to the leisurely activities of his fellow countrymen and to the commonplaces that define the mass culture in England, will be 
RQ�GLVSOD\�LQ�WKH�JDOOHU\·V�SURMHFWLRQ�URRP�
Active member of the Magnum Agency since 1994, Martin Parr has been one of the first to illustrate the transition from an industrial economy to a service-based 
society, taking a critical stance on globalisation.

+LV�KLODULRXV�FOLFKpV��ILOOHG�ZLWK�LUUHYHUHQFH�DQG�VDUFDVP��RIWHQ�IRFXV�RQ�D�JURWHVTXH�GHWDLO�WKDW�DOORZV�WKH�YLHZHU�WR�WDNH�D�EURDGHU�SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�WRGD\·V�ZRUOG�

Through the use of uninhibited close-ups Martin Parr does not hold back in shoving under our noses a plate of fried food or a huge hamburger, symbols of the 
bad eating habits that are responsible for the unprecedented increase in obesity levels in developed countries. 

In the series Small World or /LIH·V�D�EHDFK, tourists wearing shorts, armed with cameras posing in front of a famous monument as well as the oiled up bodies of 
sunbathers colonising every square inch of a packed beach, lead the spectator to reflect upon the social and environnemental impacts of mass tourism.
In the series Bored Couples, where a man and a woman sit opposite each other around a restaurant table, staring vacantly into the distance, the photographer 
delves into the subject of boredom, the malady of the century.

Martin Parr defines himself as a documentarist who produces a type of photographic genre which addresses “serious subjects, disguised as entertainmen”. 
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of Western opulence.The result is a stigmatisation of contemporary society by emphasising its worst faults.
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LON6918, England, New Brighton. 1983-85
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LON14581, Japan, Miyazaki. The artificial beach inside the Ocean Dome. 1986
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LON29302, Ireland, Galway, Galway Races. 1987



GALERIE PARIS-BEIJING
PARIS - BRUSSELS - BEIJING

LON4841, England, New British, Ramsgate. 1996.
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LON3739, Ukraine, Yalta.1995.
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